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Russian Old Believers are one of the national minorities in Estonia. Nowadays they are 

ethnoconfessional community. Old Believers have preserved their language and their culture, 

despite the impact of foreign language and cultural environment. Based on the stories of the 

Old Believers, recorded in dialectological expeditions for ten years, the report looks into the 

factors influencing identity of the Old Believers. The analysis is illustrated by examples from 

dialectal texts. 


